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Church giving in the age of COVID-19
By Barb Koelling, Regional Treasurer
I share my thoughts as a fellow Christian who is trying
to make sense of our current situation, not as an expert
about stewardship.
Just because we are not meeting face to face does not
mean we have ceased to be the Church. Our ministries
continue and are especially important during this time of
uncertainty and anxiety concerning COVID-19. Ministers,
lay leaders, and staff are working countless hours to
provide on-line opportunities for worship services, prayer
groups, bible studies, and more to fulfill the spiritual needs of congregations. Many folks are
faithfully providing support to those in our communities who need the basics to survive
during this time.
The importance and support of existing ministries that will continue throughout and
beyond this crisis is significant. Stewardship of our resources is not only vital to our
ministries, it is vital to who we are as faithful followers of Christ. The isolation and loss of
income created by the COVID-19 crisis presents challenges to our ability to be heartfelt
stewards. Financial stewardship needs to be encouraged in a manner that does not create
more anxiety or guilt that would add to the stress of the situation.
Sunday services regularly include an offertory experience that reminds us that when we
offer back the gifts we are given by God, our hearts are filled. That experience can continue
during our on-line services. During the offertory time, include the ways people can continue
their stewardship in lieu of passing the offertory tray. Give the church address for those
wanting to mail in their gifts. If your church has a drop box, make sure the location is
known. Explain your on-line giving opportunities. You may have other options to offer as
well. Provide the means for people to continue to offer their gifts that will help to continue
the important ministries we share.
Give to the ministries of the regional church and the Disciples Center at Tawakoni online
at www.kansasdisciples.org/give or mail your check to the Topeka Regional Office, 2914 SW
MacVicar, Topeka, KS 66611-1787.
Expert stewardship resources are available through the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). One of those resources is The Center for Faith and Giving
(centerforfaithandgiving.org). Contact Rev. Bruce A. Barkhauer, Minister for Faith and
Giving, at bbarkhauer@disciples.com for more information.
Our prayers continue as we navigate our way through this trying time.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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Creating Order out of Chaos
Thoughts from your Regional Minister
By Steve Martin, Regional Minister
If you are like me, you’re
amazed that we’ve been alerted
to the reality that the
Coronavirus is here, and a very
real threat! And, if you’re
anything like me, you may be
very irritated that our world has
been turned into chaos. The
activities in which we
participated, and which
provided order and meaning for
our lives have for the most part been removed for an
indefinite time.
Some things I don’t mind missing, like an alarm clock, and
the need to dress for business. Yes, I can function from my
home, but it is very different and takes much more energy for
me to create some sort of order. I find myself vacillating over
what to do (or not do); over what matters, and what doesn’t.
In short, I’m very frustrated and it is simply no fun!
Once I get over myself, and decide to do something
meaningful, I begin to realize that this life is very much a
social construct. And, that God – who is the One who makes
order out of chaos – is NOT bothered by this minor

interruption in our lives. There are ways to get through it for
sure! Here is what I recommend:
 Find something which you can create to ease the
difficulties of others. Some are sewing face masks. Check
with a local hospital and see what their needs are.
 Keep in touch with friends and loved ones. Neighbors are
gathering in lawn chairs, with the acceptable social
distance between each, and an hour of visiting with some
laughs can make a big difference!
 Do not overlook the resources of your church. What
about a prayer meeting via Zoom? Congregations are
finding ways to connect and support you via electronic
communication. Do not overlook these newer resources.
I’m sure that list could easily be expanded. What I hope is
that we will take the threat seriously, and at the same time
be positive about getting past what seems like a crisis.
Perhaps this disruption will teach us new ways to think and
act. The world has known bigger dangers, and, we serve a
God who has not left us. God’s loving presence is with us
regardless of the condition of our world.
I do hope to see you soon. Many prayers and blessings!
Steve Martin

P.S.

My recent trip to Buffett Cancer Center in Omaha showed there are NO Leukemia cells, and other than my low
white count, they consider the transplant a success. I appreciate greatly the many cards, the well-wishes from
many, and your support through this entire ordeal. I am also grateful for our Regional Staff who have carried on without me
from time to time and have done their best to keep our ministries running smoothly.

Easter Special Offering

Even in these stressful, uncertain
times, we can rejoice in the ways
Disciples are working together as one
Church to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic, and how we can live into our
call to be in covenant together.
Across the United States, Canada,
and beyond, Disciples still rejoice in all
that the Lord has made. This Easter
season, we rejoice together as one

Church, as the One Body of Christ. We
rejoice in all that we accomplish
together, and the work God does
through us – even under the most
difficult circumstances that call us to
worship and connect in new ways.
The Easter offering is especially
important right now, in this time when
we are reminded that church can
happen in many ways and in many
places, not only in our physical
buildings. General ministries, including
those supported by the Easter offering,
are able to respond and be present in
this crisis because of the covenant that
binds us together as Church.

During the month of April, consider
giving an extra gift to support the
general ministries of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).
1) Give through your church office
2) Give online at
www.kansasdisciples.org/give
3) Mail your check, made out to the
Christian Church in Kansas and
designated to Easter Special
Offering to Topeka Regional Office
(2914 SW MacVicar Ave, Topeka
66611).

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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News from the Region
Disciples Connect & Equip 2020
Come and join us at
our 2020 regional
assembly, Disciples
Connect & Equip, on
Saturday, Aug. 8, at the
Disciples Center at
Tawakoni. This year’s
theme is “There’s No
Place Like Home.”
The day will begin with registration
and a community sing-along at 9 a.m.
followed by opening and keynote
address by Bruce Barkhauser, Center for
Faith and Giving. Stewardship and
Technology workshops begin at 10:30,
and the food court will be open from
11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. with food
prepared by Disciples Men’s and
Women’s groups.’

A short business meeting will be
held under the big tent to elect officers
and do other regional business.
There will be opportunities for fun
and renewal, too. New this year will be a
“Pie in the sky” pie bakeoff to raise
money for the camp’s High Ropes
Course. Youth activities are planned
throughout the day, and the pool is
open to all 10:15 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Registration is $10 for adults - youth
18-and-under are free. Pre-registration
is important, so register and pay online
at www.kansasdisciples.org or contact
any regional office for a PDF form to
mail with payment.

Regional Zoom Gatherings
Join fellow Kansas Disciples for several Zoom social distancing gatherings.
Regional Prayer Circle:
Regional Ministers Ken Marston and Steve Martin will lead a regional prayer circle
8:30 p.m. on Mondays. Offer up your joys and concerns and pray together.
Campfire Friday:
Join us on Friday evenings for an hour of family fun led by Communications
Specialist, Jessica Marston, and several Kansas Disciples leaders.
• April 24: Campfire Songs with Travis Smith McKee
For added security, we are adding passwords to all our Zoom Meetings. To receive
the login information, email scd@kansasdisciples.org or reserve a spot on our
Facebook event.

Coming Soon: Tawakoni Gala & Auction
Mark your calendar for the 2020
Tawakoni Gala and Auction beginning
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 14.
This annual fundraising event
includes a silent auction, dinner and
live auction. Proceeds go toward
camp capital improvements. The
dresser (pictured right) courtesy of
David Webb and Dennis Bass is one
of several items already donated for
this year’s event. Plan to come out
and support the camp.

Event Status:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the following April events have been
canceled:
• KDW Spirit Fests
• Clergy Retreat

The following July event have been
canceled:
• 2020 Experience Event
District and regional clergy,
committee, and board meetings have
been moved to a Zoom video
conference. Login information will be
emailed as appropriate.
The following events are under
review by their planning teams.
Continue to register for these events.
We will notify you of any changes by
email, Facebook, and website.
• Spring Camp Work Days—
May 14-16
• Boundaries Training Session 2 —
May 23
• 2020 Summer Camp Program —
May 26-July 18
• Disciples Men Sessions
July 10-12

What’s Cookin’ Kansas
The Kansas Disciples Women will
publish a region-wide cookbook this year
with all proceeds going to the Jones
Lodge construction fund. The deadline
for submission is Wednesday, May 20.
Recipes should be sent to Carla
Pearson at 1816 17th Ave, McPherson
67460 or by email to
carla.pearson58@gmail.com. Don’t wait,
get your recipes submitted today.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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News from the Pews
From Death Springs new life—Goodland First Christian Church

1.

3.

End of life (left)
The diseased and dying
tree located at the south end of
the church building, was in danger
of falling. Goodland First CC
members, Kenny Griffith, Kenny
Grieve, and Jake Meier cut the
tree down, leaving about a five
foot stump. Some of the logs
became firewood from which
others shared in its warmth.

2.

Story told and
revealed (right)
As Kenny Griffith and Kenny
Grieve looked at the stump,
they thought someone might
be able to carve it into
something. They decided upon
a chalice, but they wanted to keep it a secret. There was much
curiosity in the congregation and community as the leftover
stump was taking on a shape of its own.

Beauty revealed (left)
Finally on March 1, with the
elders gathered, the story was told by
the co-creators Kenny Grieve and
Kenny Griffith. Dedicated to the glory
of God and in honor of Ron Vignery it
was unveiled.

4.

Life which is to
come (right)
Pastor Doug Amend and the
elders encircled it with
prayer, asking that all may
be blessed by its presence!
The chalice is currently
being stained and sealed.

News from the General Church
Introducing
COVID-19 NBA
Response Grants
To offer a rapid and impactful response to the
Coronavirus pandemic, the National Benevolent
Association (NBA) Board of Trustees has authorized grant
funding of $1,000–$15,000 to support Disciples-related
ministries that are working locally in response to this crisis.
With this funding we seek to offer relief to ministries that
have been detrimentally impacted and to support new
projects created in service to those suffering because of the
pandemic.
How to Apply
Only applications through our online application portal will
be accepted; no paper applications will be permitted. We
highly recommend visiting our grants webpage and
downloading and reading the COVID-19 NBA Response
Grants FAQ before you begin your application.

Disciples Church Extension Fund Update
To respond with immediate financial relief to congregations, DCEF is providing to Disciples congregations a twomonth deferral of loan payments beginning with payments
due April 1 through May 31. This plan is automatic and congregations that choose to continue making payments are
asked to notify DCEF at 1-800-274-1883 or send an email to
loans@disciplescef.org.
The market volatility can be stressful for many, particularly for investors. DCEF continues to manage our investments with the full integrity of the policies that have carried
us through the ebbs and flows of our country’s financial
markets for many years. DCEF is still fully operational, except for onsite consultations, as staff is not traveling until
further notice. If you have a question about your Loan
(current, pending, or anticipated), Investments (current and
new), Building related services (ongoing or anticipated),
New Church Ministry programs, or financial contributions,
please reach out. DCEF staff is fully equipped and available
to answer your questions or address your concerns.
Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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2020 Camping program in the wake of COVID-19
May 1. At that time we hope to have a
plan with minimal change.
In response to these difficult times
and the volatility of the economy, 2020
camp fees are being reduce by 25%,
based on the early-bird fee. One
exception - KCYF Mission Week fee
remains at $350. See revised fee
schedule attached.
We share your concern about COVIDIf for any reason a camp session is
19 and the many ramifications it has on canceled, or if the camper is unable to
our lives and, what this means about the attend a full refund will be issued. We
summer camp program.
urge families to complete registration
We all know and affirm that safety is forms and send them in as soon as
the number one priority. At camp, we
possible. Register online at
will abide by all CDC recommendations. www.kansasdisciples.org or fill out the
We are, of course, hoping things will be attached registration form and mail with
significantly different in June. Currently
payment to the Topeka Regional Office,
we practice sanitation efforts to prevent 2914 SW MacVicar Ave, Topeka 66611.
germs from growing and being shared.
All of us are struggling with the
We will review all our practices and, in
situation and looking for the right
some case, increase our efforts.
answer, hoping to not interrupt our
Camp leaders met March 25 and
camp program. We will work hard at
have agreed to approach the summer
finding solutions which work and we will
knowing that when we are closer to
do everything possible to communicate
summer, plans may need to be adjusted. these as soon as decisions are made.
The situation will be reviewed again on
Please continue to promote and register

children and youth for the camping
season. Share with your congregation the
importance of the camp program and our
gratitude for all that is being done to
keep both Tawakoni and the program
strong and viable into the future.
- Camp & Conference Leadership

In Memoriam:
Regional Minister Ken
Marston’s mother and
Communications Specialist
Jessica Marston’s
grandmother, Joyce
Marston, died March 22.
Services are pending.

In Transition:

Pastor Kelly Jayne’s
Regional Minister Steve
daughter, Brittney Jayne, 24, Martin’s mother died April 5.
died April 1 from cancer and Services are pending.
his brother, Prentice Jayne,
died March 31.

Liberal First CC has called
Roslyn Harrison as their
new pastor. Her first
Sunday was Palm Sunday,
April 5.
Garden City First CC has
called Ron DeVore as their
new pastor. His first
Sunday was February 24.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

