FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Thanks for being a
part of it.
PAST TO PRESENT…
CELEBRATING 133 YEARS

We are a church on the
move! Our worship is
exciting and dynamic, and
we share in a strong and vital
ministry to a wide variety of
spiritual needs and interests.
If you do not have a church
home, we invite you to come
and worship with us!

October 2020

TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
If you have any church announcements for the bulletin please have them
into the church office by Wednesday of that week.

Pastor Rodney Hopper
rodney_j_hopper@yahoo.com
660-253-0033

Music Minster Garee Geist-Smith
ggmusicmin@hotmail.com
620-214-2967

Church Secretary: Shawn Conine
scfcc@wbsnet.org
620-872-2937 - Office Hours: 8 - Noon (M - F)

Don’t Just Stand There Pray Something
In Ronald Dunn’s book, Don’t Just Stand There Pray Something, he shares how we can experience power in praying,
especially The Incredible Power Of Intercessory Prayer. Our modern society tends to look at prayer with a poor image –
something we do when we can do nothing else. How was the power of prayer portrayed in one of the stories from
the TV Series “The Lone Ranger”? The Lone Ranger and Tonto (pure in heart, hence unafraid) have drawn their
guns, and their faces are fixed in grim determination: The monk says something about going with them. “You are a brave
man, Father” the masked man says, “but it may be dangerous. You had better stay here where it’s safe.” “But I want to help,” the
monk says. The strong yet kind eyes of the masked man fasten on the man of God. “You can pray.” Suddenly the great white horse
rears up on its hind legs, and with a wave of his hat and a hearty “Heigh Ho Silver – Awa-a-a-ay!” The Lone Ranger and his
faithful companion gallop off to the danger that awaits them. The camera does not follow the priest into the mission to watch him pray.
It chases after the Lone Ranger and Tonto. That’s where the action is.
Prayer suffers from a poor image, and in fact some people dismiss prayer as a weak alternative to practical action
or as an alibi for doing nothing. Ronald had just addressed a Church group in Honolulu on the power of
intercessory prayer when one of the delegates (a director of a denominational evangelism department) tapped him
on the shoulder, gave him a wink and drew him aside. The director said, “You know, I think this prayer thing is a
great idea, but I’m afraid it might get out of hand.” Ronald responded, “What do you mean?” He replied, “Well,
people could get so caught up in praying they wouldn’t do anything.” Ronald realized this man was serious. Prayer
is not a substitute for work, or merely a preparation for work, it is Work.
Moses sent Joshua into the Valley of Rephidim to fight the Amalekites while he went to the mountaintop and
held his rod. As long as Moses had the strength to hold up his rod to God the Israelites prevailed, but when he
weakened the Amalekites prevailed. Where was the battle decided? It was decided on the mountain with Moses. If
we are to become victorious in the valley, we must win the battle of intercession on the mountain.
Ronald as a Helping Professional was amazed at how many women would come to him with the following
request, “Place their husbands in his intercessory prayer book because they had become spiritual drop outs.
Ronald prayed, “Lord, make them hungry.” “So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you do
not know” (Deuteronomy 8:3). His prayer was that each husband would be filled with holy dissatisfaction with
himself and hunger for something more. God inflicted each man with a spiritual hunger they never before had
experienced. The Apostle Paul was constantly using intercessory prayer for God’s children. Jesus Christ taught His
disciples (learners) how to pray, when to pray, what to pray and how God answers prayer. When do we pray?
“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to teach them that they should always pray and never become
discouraged. “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected people. And there was a
widow in that same town who kept coming to him and pleading for her rights, saying, ‘Help me against my
opponent!’ For a long time the judge refused to act, but at last he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or
respect people, yet because of all the trouble this widow is giving me, I will see to it that she gets her rights. If I
don’t, she will keep on coming and finally wear me out!’” And the Lord continued, “Listen to what that corrupt
judge said. Now, will God not judge in favor of his own people who cry to him day and night for help? Will he be
slow to help them? I tell you, he will judge in their favor and do it quickly. But will the Son of Man find faith on
earth when he comes?” Jesus is teaching us that persistent prayer (like the widow’s persistence) strengthens our
faith, and it is faith that leads us to prayer.
In was reported in a recent article in the “New York Times” that most churches in Europe were in a sorry state.
Although there are known pockets of great religious fervor here and there in places like England, the Netherlands,
France, and Germany, the vast majority of Europeans long ago stopped going to church. In Great Britain and
throughout many of the European countries, the churches are still supported by tax dollars from their
governments - not by volunteer contributions from committed believers as in North America. The Times reported
that it interviewed many people as to why they have stopped attending worship. One of the reasons constantly
brought up was that most Europeans see prayer as totally irrelevant and useless. They saw it as whistling in the
dark or a sorry substitute for actually doing something about life's difficulties. When people stopped having the
faith that fuels prayer, then Christian community will withered and looked out-of-date. Once you've given up on
prayer, then going to church looks about as futile as a vegetarian going out for supper at a steakhouse. What's the
sense in this? There's nothing for you there anyway.
Pastor Rodney Hopper

Halloween
The name "Halloween" comes from the Christian tradition. It is derived from "All Hallows’ Eve."
October 31st is the eve of All Hallows day, better known as All Saints Day. This is a day when the
church celebrates and remembers the lives of the saints. The consensus seems to be that the church
chose to move All Saints Day to November 1st so that it could supplant the pagan festivities taking
place at that time. Some see this as the church accommodating itself to the culture and thus being
compromised. I argue that it can also be seen as the church attacking the "gates of Hell" by offering
an holy alternative to pagan festivities.
So what should Christians do with this day now called "Halloween?" I propose that we do what
Christians are supposed to do every day and that is shine the light of Jesus Christ. We should
emphasize the Christian influences and strive to make Hallows’ Eve a celebration of the acts of God
through his people the saints. We should make it a day when acts of charity instead of vandalism and
hatred abound. A day that emphasizes the light of Christ instead of the darkness of evil. A day when
people meditate on the acts of Godly people instead of ghosts and goblins.

Let the light shine with a Christ-O-Lantern
Carving a Christ-O-Lantern can be an object lesson in salvation and
discipleship. Take a pumpkin and say "We are going to pretend that
this pumpkin is like our hearts. Jesus wants to put his love in our
hearts so that we can shine his light. For Jesus to put his light in our
hearts we first have to open our hearts." Then cut the top of the
pumpkin off.
Once you have done this the children will see the insides of the
pumpkin and someone will say "Yuck!" then tell the children that
that is what our hearts must look like to God. Our hearts are filled
with sin so Jesus cleans the sin out of our lives. You can get the
children talking about the sins that Jesus might clean out of their
lives.
Next you can remind them that Jesus wants to put his light in our hearts so that we can shine it
for all to see but that something else has to be done to the pumpkin before a light can shine. We
have to change it so that the light can get out. That is like how God changes us through the gifts
of his Spirit so that we can shine the light. You might ask for suggestions on what shapes you
might carve in the pumpkin to shine Jesus' light. Start with a cross and then work on other
symbols.
To the children this will not be a Jack-O-Lantern. It will be a symbol of the light of Christ and a
lesson on salvation at the same time.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Pandemic to End Soon and those that are sick!
~Paula Miller
~Mary Doherty (Charlotte’s Mom)
~Pearl Hunt (Reba White’s Sister)
~Chester Fairchild Jr.
~Bentley Smith
~Todd Palen
~Karen Howard
~Kenton Harkness
~Howard & Dorothy King
~Karla & Sondra (Forest Gough’s sisters)
~Gary Stone
~Stephanie Stevenson(Albert Daly’s sister)
~Greg Slavin (Friend of Dearden’s/Brittian’s)
~Donna Whipple (Randy’s mom)
~Mrs. Barbara Richards
~Terry Ford (Pastor from Liberal)
~Linda Phelps (Elaine Hopper’s Friend)
~Mark Krehbiel (Jim Krehbiel’s brother)
~Rebecca Hathcoat (Dan & Susan Carter’s cousin)
~David Wheeler (Jane Ann McClellan’s brother)
FAMILY AT PARKLANE NURSING HOME & OUR *MILITARY LOVED ONES
ON GOING PRAYERS: Jerry Buxton, Leo Casper, Harley Hillery, Chris Lund, Bob Cooper,
Jim Krehbiel, Brenda Tankersley, Leah Dean, Grace Martinez (Lynn & Lori’s Freese niece), Joe
Richardson (Friend of Fred & Jana Brittan), Samuel Magill (Glenda Graham’s Nephew), Slate
Herman, *Gabriel Paine, *Brian Tucker, *Kyle & Kasey (Fry) Stramblad, *Jordan Nichols,
*Corbin Phillips, *Tia Dickhut, *Daniel Fry.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN FELLOWSHIP
1st Wednesday of the month!
CWF Ex. Board Meets
2nd Wednesday of each month.
September through May (ALL WOMEN WELCOME)
9:30 a.m. Naomi Group
5:30 p.m Ruth Group

THE LIFE OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY’S

8:00 a.m. Elder’s Meet
DONUT’S & DEVOTION (October 11th)
9:30 a.m. Sunday school
10:45 a.m. Worship Service (with Social Distancing)
SERVICE WILL CONTINUED TO BE TAPED AND
PUBLISHED ON LINE AND THE CHURCH WEB SITE

5:45 p.m. Martial Arts Class (All Welcome)

MONDAY’S
9:00 a.m. Morning Coffee (All Welcome)

WEDNESDAY’S
4:00 p.m. Worship & Wonder (any & all help welcome)
6:00 p.m. Friends & Family in Faith & Fellowship Supper
Join us for Fighter Verses Study on Wednesday Evenings from 6:30 - 7:15 PM
(exception: 2nd Wed is Ladies’ Ruth Group)
Our study focuses on a verse or two each week to place in our hearts and minds to fight the fight of faith.
Workbooks are provided that include discussion questions along with a study guide to take home.

The 1st & 3rd Sunday’s of the month
7:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

2020 Elders Schedule
October
November
December
January 2021

Arlan Reed
Alan Graham
Steve Payne
Terry Gropp

Fred Brittan
Gary Frank
Howard Fisher
Gary Frank

2020 DEACONS
1st Sunday
Aden Frederick
620-872-5942
Debbie Murphy
620-214-2497
Tammy Lund
620-384-4360
Gloria Gough 620-874-8276
Clifton Smith
620-214-2674
Emily Reed
620-214-9035

2nd Sunday
Abbie LeBeau 913-485-9469
Bill Miller
620-872-3676
Jonathon LeBeau
620-909-5008
Craig Griswald
660-292-0823
Glenda Graham
620-872-5728
Jim Couch
620-214-2639

3rd Sunday
Nate LeBeau 620-909-5008
Alan Dearden 620-874-5625
Glenita Dearden
620-214-0274
Debbie Murphy
620-214-2497
Emily Reed
620-214-9035
Bill Miller
620-872-3676

4th Sunday
Junior Deacon
Clifton Smith 620-214-2674
Glenda Graham
620-872-5728
Jonathon LeBeau - 620-909-5008
Craig Griswald
660-292-0823
Gloria Gough 620-874-8276

5th Sunday – Jr. Deacons
Aden Frederick 620-872-5942
Abbie LeBeau 913-485-9469
Nate LeBeau 620-909-5008

2020 Deaconess Schedule
October
November
December

JoWilla Couch
Karen Compton
Debra Frank

620-214-2639
620-872-5633
620-874-2226

BOARD MEETINGS
1ST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT 7:30 P.M
ALL CALLED TO SERVE ARE ON THE BOARD

PERSONNEL RELATIONS
COMMITTEE
This committee was formed for our
Pastoral Search. With a Pastor being in
place the committee will now serve as a
personnel committee. Any questions that
you may have about the staff of the First
Christian Church may be taken to this
committee.
Jane Ann McClellen
Darla Amerine
Chris Lund
Emily Reed
Forest Gough

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
October Birthdays
Amanda Ruth
Randy McClellan
Austin Paine
Elsie Wright
Garee Geist-Smith
Luke Hopkins
Sutton Conine
Linda Dinning
Lila Burnet
Val Rufenacht
Jeanne Cutler
Forrest Gough
Melissa Norman
Dak Miller
JoAnn Norman
Clenton Rose
Sherry Wright
Kelly Conine
Carey Wilken

2
3
4
7
10
10
10
11
12
20
23
25
27
29
29
29
29
30
31

October Annivesaries
Darrell & Marilyn Miller
Bob & Nikki Cooper

10
10

November Birthdays
Shiela Brau
Donald Browning
Glenita (Gamble) Dearden
Burton Rose
Teressa Berning
Ruth Riedle
Nola Thornton
Jordan Rufenacht
Annette (White) Orr
Stephanie Fisher
Cheryl (Geist) Keyse
Steven Payne
Patricia (Ruth) Graham
Tammy Lund
Christopher Lund
Josephine (Beach) Jones
Deb Lawrence
Cheyenne Rose
Michelle Nix
Randy Ryan
Caleb Brau
Lynda Burnett
Jan Norman
Shelli (Dowd) Vredenberg
Karli (Cooper) Koci

1
2
2
4
6
6
9
10
11
11
12
13
14
14
15
16
16
18
18
20
21
23
25
27
30

November Anniversaries
Gary & Elizabeth (Appel) Speer
Marvin & Vicki Wright
Chase & Krystal (Rogers) Frank
Kelly & Lisa Crist

5
5
11
26

Men’s
Bible Study Classes
1st & 3rd Sunday’s
of the month
7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY’S from 4 - 5:30 p.m.
PRE K - 5TH Grade
Any help at anytime will be appreciated

All Welcome
WEDNESDAY NIGHT
FRIENDS & FAMILY
IN FAITH & FELLOWSHIP

Please save BEST CHOICE bar codes.
They are used to help supply needed items
for Woodhaven, a center for mentally and
physically challenged adults in Columbia,
Missouri; one of the benevolent agencies we
support as the Christian Church, Disciples
of Christ. The few seconds it takes for you
to remove a bar code may impact a life for
years.

6:00 p.m. Supper
6:30 p.m. Study
( does not meet of 2nd Weds. of the month)

RED WAGON SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
ARE BEING HELD WITH
SOCIAL DISTANCING!!

Please help our youth support our
local Bread Basket on the 4th
Sunday of each month by donating
Money and/or ford items. That
Sunday the Youth will bring forward
your donation to be dedicated to
Hope’s Closet!

