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We are a church on the 
move! Our worship is 
exciting and dynamic, and 
we share in a strong and vital 
ministry to a wide variety of  
spiritual needs and interests. 
If  you do not have a church 
home, we invite you to come 
and worship with us!

Thanks for being a 
part of  it. 

PAST TO PRESENT… 
CELEBRATING 133 YEARS

If you have any church announcements for the bulletin please have them  
into the church office by Wednesday of that week. 

        Pastor Rodney Hopper       Music Minster Garee Geist-Smith 
  rodney_j_hopper@yahoo.com    ggmusicmin@hotmail.com 
   660-253-0033      620-214-2967 

Church Secretary: Shawn Conine 
scfcc@wbsnet.org 

620-872-2937 - Office Hours: 8 - Noon (M - F) 

TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
August 2020

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 



The Great Commandment                             
 

   Do we really love God? Is our love for God expressed in our relationships with those around us? Jesus told us 
the two greatest commandments; “35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question to test Him. 36 “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And 
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law 
and the Prophets.” Matthew 22:35-40 (ESV) 
   If we truly love God and our neighbor, then we are demonstrating obedience to all the Ten Commandments 
and teachings of the Bible, all 613 of them in the Old Testament.  I John 4:20-21 tells us, “If someone says, ‘I 
love God’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can 
he love God whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from Him: That he who loves God must 
love his brother also.”  
   If loving God with my whole being is a given, then how do I love myself? Well, for starters, I’m always 
thinking about myself. I think about what I’m going to eat for breakfast, what I need to do at work, what I need 
to pick up from the store on the way home. I also love myself by making my needs top-priority. How I schedule 
my day revolves around the things I want or need to accomplish. Basically, my thoughts and my day are 
centered on me. So when Jesus tells us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves, that’s one tall order. He’s 
saying we need to think about others as much as we think about ourselves. He means we should remember the 
needs of others like we remember our own. He means seeking the happiness, goodness, peace, security of others 
as much as we seek those things in our own lives. How can we do this especially to those who annoy us, hurt us, 
or perhaps even persecute us? How do we love others more than just once in a while? When I think about 
loving my neighbors sacrificially, as a priority it seems impossible. I can’t even say I do this fully for the people 
I love most. But then I remember the first part of Jesus’ command “Love God with all your heart, soul and 
mind.” There’s my answer. When I focus all my love toward God, he takes my selfish heart and transforms it 
into a heart capable of loving others. I no longer need others to validate me, be kind or loving toward me in 
order to love them back. Christ’s love is enough.  He fills me up so I can pour out selfless love to others. 
   What am I doing that may not be loving others? Maybe we shouldn’t be like Donald 
MacDonald from the Isle of Skye who, after being admitted to Oxford University in England, 
was living his first year of residence in a dorm room there. His family was very excited that 
one of their own had made it into the upper class of education, but were concerned how he'd 
do in “that strange land.” After the first month, his mother came to visit, with treats from 
Scotland. “And how do you find the English students, Donald?” she asked. “Oh, Mother,” he 
replied, shaking his head sadly, “they're such terrible, noisy people: The one on that side 
keeps banging his head against the wall, and won't stop; and the one on the other side screams 
and screams and screams away into the night.” “But Donald! How do you manage with those 
dreadful noisy English neighbors?” “Well, mother, I just ignore 'em. I just stay here quietly, 
playing my bagpipes...” (LOL) 
   How then do you know if you are genuinely loving your neighbor? The Apostle Paul gave 
us a great guide for answering this question in I Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is kind and patient, never jealous, 
boastful, proud, or rude. Love isn't selfish or quick tempered. It doesn't keep a record of wrongs that others do. 
Love rejoices in the truth, but not in evil. Love is always supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting. Love never 
fails!” This chapter is often referred to as “The Love Chapter,” because it serves as a great method of measuring 
our love for our neighbor. This is the description of “agape,” the God-kind of love. It’s self-giving and never 
selfish. It puts others first. It takes no record of wrongs. It is “agape,” God-kind of love that moved the Father to 
send His Son to die for the sins of the world (John 3:16). Human love lasts only as long as the object of that 
love meets expectations, and that’s because it’s based on natural emotions and desires. But the love of God, on 
the contrary, never fails! It doesn’t change even if the behavior of the one to whom it is directed changes. This 
is the reason God could love a world of wicked sinners, for He looked beyond their sins to see what they could 
be if they trusted in Him. As a believer, with the power of the Holy Spirit living within, you can love others the 
way God loves them; for you no longer have to rely on your own willpower or human emotions to love them! 
 

By Pastor Rodney Hopper 



RULES FOR TEACHERS 
This is a list of rules used by various school districts in Kansas between 1860 and 1940. It might give you 

a better idea of the expectations people had for the teachers in one-room country schools. (taken from 
The Country Schools of Kansas, by Bill Samuelson) 

 
FEMALE TEACHERS OF THIS DISTRICT SHALL NOT:  

Marry or engage in other unseemly conduct during their contract. 
* Keep company with men. 
* Be away from their domicile between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. unless attending a  
   school function. 
* Loiter in town ice cream stores. 
* Dye their hair. 
* Wear face powder, mascara, or lip paint. 
* Wear bright colored dresses more than two inches above the ankle. 

 
MALE TEACHERS OF THIS DISTRICT SHALL NOT: 

 
* Frequent pool halls, public halls, saloons, or taverns. 
* Get shaved in a barbershop. 
* Take more than one evening per week for courting (unless attending church regularly - in which case two  
    evenings may be used). 

Failure to abide by these rules will give reason to suspect one’s worth, intention, honesty, and integrity. 
Faithful performances will result in an increase of twenty-five cents per period providing the board of 

trustees approves.  
 
Remember when our grandparents, great-grandparents, and such stated that they only had an 8th  grade 
education? Well, look at this. Could any of us have passed the 8th grade in 1895?  
(LOOK CLOSELY... THAT'S EIGHTEEN NINETY FIVE) 

This is the eighth-grade final exam from 1895 in Salina, KS, USA. It was taken from the original document on 
file at the Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, KS, and reprinted by the Salina Journal. 

8th Grade Final Exam: Salina, KS -1895 
******************************** 

Grammar (Time, one hour) 
1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters. 
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no Modifications. 
3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph. 
4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give Principal Parts of lie, play and run. 
5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case. 
6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of Punctuation. 
7 -10. Write a composition of about 150 words and show therein that you understand the practical use of the 
    rules of grammar. 
Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours) 
1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic. 
2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it hold? 
3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 50 cts/bushel, deducting 1050 lbs. for tare? 
 
4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to carry on a school seven months 



    at $50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals? 
5. Find cost of 6720 Ibs. coal at $6.00 per ton. 
6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent. 
7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. long at $20 per metre? 
8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 percent. 
9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance around which is 640 rods? 10.  
    Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt. 

U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes) 
1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided. 
2. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus. 
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States. 
5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas. 
6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion. 
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe?  
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607,1620,1800,1849,1865.  

Orthography (Time, one hour)  
1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic, orthography, etymology, syllabication?  
2. What are elementary sounds? How classified? 
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate letters,  
    linguals? 
4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u.' 
5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e.' Name two exceptions under each rule. 
6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 
7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post, non, inter,  
    mono, sup. 
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, and name the sign that indicates the sound:  
    card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last. 
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise, rays. 
10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical marks and  
    by syllabication. 
 
Geography (Time, one hour) 
1. What is climate? Upon what does climate depend? 
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Kansas? 
3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the ocean? 
4. Describe the mountains of North America. 
5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St. Helena,  
    Juan Fernandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco. 
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S.. 
7. Name all the republics of Europe and give the capital of each. 
8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude? 
9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources of rivers.  
10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give the inclination of the earth. 

Also notice that the exam took six hours to complete. Gives the saying "he only had an 8th grade education" a 
whole new meaning, doesn't it? 

 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Current Prayer, Praises & Concerns 

Pandemic to End Soon, the Essential workers and those that are sick! 
The Family of  Jacque Snow & The Trahern Family (Valyndia Payne’s family) 

~Mary Doherty (Charlotte’s Mom) 
~Paula Miller 
~Chris Lund 
~Carla (Forest Gough’s sister) 
~Stephanie Stevenson(Albert Daly’s sister) 
~Chester Fairchild Jr. 
~Barbara Richard (Larry Richard’s wife) 
~Bentley Smith 
~Donna Whipple (Randy’s mom) 
~Bob Cooper 
~Brenda Tankersley 
~Jim Krehbiel 
~Linda Phelps (Elaine Hopper’s Friend) 
~Jerry Buxton 
~Mark Krehbiel (Jim Krehbiel’s brother) 
~Rebecca Hathcoat (Dan & Susan Carter’s cousin) 
~Greg Slavin (Friend of  Dearden’s/Brittian’s) 

FAMILY AT PARKLANE NURSING HOME  
& OUR *MILITARY LOVED ONES 

ON GOING PRAYERS:  Leo Casper, Leah Dean, Slate Herman (Son of  Justin & Diane 
Herman), Grace Martinez (Lynn & Lori’s Freese niece), Joe Richardson (Friend of  Fred & Jana 
Brittan), Samuel Magill (Glenda Graham’s Nephew)*Gabriel Paine, *Brian Tucker, *Kyle & Kasey (Fry) 
Stramblad, *Jordan Nichols, *Corbin Phillips, *Tia Dickhut, *Daniel Fry. 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN 
FELLOWSHIP 

1st Wednesday of  the month! 
CWF Ex. Board Meets 

2nd Wednesday of  each month. 
September through May 

9:30 a.m. Naomi Group 
5:30 p.m Ruth Group 



THE LIFE OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY’S 

8:00 a.m. Elder’s Meet 
DONUT’S & DEVOTION (1st Sunday of  each month) 

9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

(with Social Distancing) 
SERVICE WILL CONTINUED TO BE TAPED AND  

PUBLISHED ON LINE AND THE CHURCH WEB SITE 

MONDAY’S 
9:00 a.m. Morning Coffee (All Welcome) 

WEDNESDAY’S 
6:00 p.m. Martial Arts Class (All Welcome) 

1st & 3rd Sunday at 7:00 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES WILL BE ANNOUNCED AS THEY TAKE PLACE



2020 Elders Schedule 

  August  Dale Dickhut  Randy Whipple 
  September  Forrest Gough Dale Dickhut 
  October  Arlan Reed  Fred Brittan 
  November  Alan Graham  Gary Frank 
  December  Steve Payne  Howard Fisher 
  January 2021  Terry Gropp  Gary Frank 

2020 DEACONS 
1st Sunday                                                                   2nd Sunday 
Aden Frederick  620-872-5942   Abbie LeBeau  913-485-9469 
Debbie Murphy  620-214-2497   Bill Miller   620-872-3676 
Tammy Lund  620-384-4360   Jonathon LeBeau  620-909-5008 
Gloria Gough 620-874-8276    Craig Griswald  660-292-0823 
Clifton Smith  620-214-2674   Glenda Graham  620-872-5728 
Emily Reed  620-214-9035   Jim Couch   620-214-2639 

3rd Sunday      4th Sunday 
Nate LeBeau  620-909-5008    Junior Deacon 
Alan Dearden 620-874-5625    Clifton Smith  620-214-2674 
Glenita Dearden  620-214-0274   Glenda Graham  620-872-5728 
Debbie Murphy  620-214-2497   Jonathon LeBeau - 620-909-5008 
Emily Reed   620-214-9035   Craig Griswald  660-292-0823 
Bill Miller   620-872-3676   Gloria Gough  620-874-8276 

5th Sunday – Jr. Deacons 
Aden Frederick 620-872-5942 
Abbie LeBeau 913-485-9469 
Nate LeBeau 620-909-5008 

2020 Deaconess Schedule 

August   JoAnn Dirks   620-872-5114 
September   Lori Nairn   620-384-4149 
October  JoWilla Couch   620-214-2639 
November  Karen Compton  620-872-5633 
December  Debra Frank   620-874-2226 

PERSONNEL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

This committee was formed for our 
Pastoral Search.  With a Pastor being in 
place the committee will now serve as a 
personnel committee.  Any questions that 
you may have about the staff  of  the First 
Christian Church may be taken to this 
committee. 

Jane Ann McClellen  
Darla Amerine  
Chris Lund   
Emily Reed 
Forest Gough 



BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
August Birthdays 
Logan Freese	 1 
Krystal Frank	 1 
Ruben Brokofsky	 3 
Otto Harp	 4 
Alli Conine	 6 
Gerald Frank	 6 
Aaron Rosin	 6 
Bennett Frederick	 9 
Lela Bishop	 13 
Sharon Storm	 13 
Dennis Siegrist	 17 
Marvin Wright	 19 
Gertrude Brown	 20 
Lynn Freese	 21 
William (Bill) Miller	 22 
Charlotte Frank	 25 
Norman Keyse	 26 
Ross Rufanacht	 28 

August Annivesaries 
Edward & Sharilyn Wilken	 2 
Ray & Joyce Dowd	 	 3 
George & Velma Rufenacht	 3 
Andy & Susan Trout	 	 6 
Jim & JoWilla Couch	 	 6 
Jonathan & Carrie LeBeau	 7 
Terry & Caecilia Gropp	 12 
Forrest & Gloria Gough	 22 
Steve & Valyndia Payne	 22 

September Birthdays 
Edward Wilken	 7 
Isaiah Rogers	 8 
Caecilia Gropp	 11 
Catherine Dirks	 16 
Alice Brokofsky	 17 
Chase Frank	 18 
Norene Buehler	 19 
Chris Frederick	 19 
Brad Boulaware	 20 
Leo Schoonover	 20 
Shannon O’Dell	 21 
Sharilyn Wilken	 25 
Alan Dearden	 26 
Marcia Chyba	 27 
Rodney Hopper	 28 
Heather Wright	 29 

September Anniversaries 
Keen & Anita Brantley	11 
Mark & Sheila Brau	 19 



9:30 a.m. Sunday School  
*Worship and Wonder@ 9:30 AM  

Ages PreK to 12th Grade will meet in the 
Worship and Wonder Room, Upstairs. There 
will be small group break out sessions by age 

group and our creative time will include our new 
Mission Mindset Crafts which students will be 
making to sell in our Sonshine Store. Money 
from our Mission Mindset will be used for 

Missions Projects.  
*Young Adult Fellowship – Mary’s Room 

*Sharon’s Class – Parlor/Library 
*Open Circle Class – Prayer Room 

All Welcome 
WEDNESDAY FAMILY 

NIGHTS 

"  
DATE TO RESTART - FALL 

6:00 P.M. FAMILY SUPPER 
6:30 P.M FAMILY BIBLE STUDY

Men’s 
Bible Study Classes 
1st & 3rd Sunday’s 

of  the month 
7:00 p.m. 

RED WAGON SUNDAY 
Please help our youth support our 

local Bread Basket on the 4th Sunday 
of  each month by donating Money 

and/or ford items. That Sunday the 
Youth will bring forward your 

donation to be dedicated to Hope’s  
Closet! 

Please save BEST CHOICE bar codes.  
They are used to help supply needed items 
for Woodhaven, a center for mentally and 
physically challenged adults in Columbia, 
Missouri; one of  the benevolent agencies we 
support as the Christian Church, Disciples 
of  Christ.  The few seconds it takes for you 
to remove a bar code may impact a life for 
years. 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
ARE BEING HELD WITH 
SOCIAL DISTANCING!!




