FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Thanks for being a
part of it.
PAST TO PRESENT…
CELEBRATING 134 YEARS

We are a church on the
move! Our worship is
exciting and dynamic, and
we share in a strong and vital
ministry to a wide variety of
spiritual needs and interests.
If you do not have a church
home, we invite you to come
and worship with us!

FEBRUARY 2021

TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
If you have any church announcements for the bulletin please have them
into the church office by Wednesday of that week.

Pastor Rodney Hopper
rodney_j_hopper@yahoo.com
660-253-0033

Music Minster Garee Geist-Smith
ggmusicmin@hotmail.com
620-214-2967

Church Secretary: Shawn Conine
scfcc@wbsnet.org
620-872-2937 - Office Hours: 8 - Noon (M - F)

Let Your Light Shine (Ephiphany)
14-16
Matthew 5:14-16 (The Message Bible)
“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light,
bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as
public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket,
do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine!
Keep open house; be generous with your lives.”
By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.
Followers of Jesus in every age hear that we, too, are “the light of the world.” Jesus used this metaphor to tell us about
what we do, how we do it, and the effect of what we do in the world. We are called to shake up the status quo by valuing
those who are dispossessed, caring for those who suffer loss, seeking to do justice, showing mercy, having integrity, being
peacemakers, and courageously standing for what we believe. Jesus is telling us that what we do as the people of God in
the world really counts.
Barbara Brown Taylor writes in her sermon, “Exceeding Righteousness,” of “how to remain obedient to God in a changed
world.” Matthew's community faced dramatic changes and the turmoil that always follows, just as we find ourselves in a
world changing at a bewilderingly rapid pace, and we feel the need to grab onto a rock of reassurance, something we can
hang onto. When Taylor describes what the law is for the Jewish people, we feel our rootedness in their understanding of
God’s unwavering grace and care: “For them, Torah is the way of life, granted by God within a covenant of pure grace. It
is the incarnation of God's love for humankind. It is the invitation to become holy as God is holy.”
Eugene Peterson translates Mathew 5 in The Message Bible, “We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I
make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand.
Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine!” As we strive to live faithfully in the world, we may be
small, but we are mighty, not because of our own strength but because of God's own grace, which will never leave us on
our own. We are to bring compassion, hope and encouragement.
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Don Sutton hadn't won a game in eight weeks. A critical press was suggesting that he be
dropped from the starting lineup. The future looked bleak, and Sutton felt terrible. Then, before a game, Dodgers manager
Walter Alston tapped him on the shoulder. "I'd like to speak with you, Don," he said. Sutton prepared himself for the worst.
"Don," said Alston, "I know how the past couple of months have been for you. Everyone's wondering whether we can
make it to the play-offs . . . You know there's a lot of pressure . . . I've had to make a decision." Sutton had visions of being
taken off the mound. Then Alston continued. "If the Dodgers are going to win this year," he said, looking Sutton in the eye,
"they're going to win with Don Sutton pitching. Come what may, you're staying in the starting job. That's all I wanted to
say." Sutton's losing streak lasted two more weeks, but because of his manager's encouragement he felt different about it.
Something in him was turning around. He found himself pitching the best ball of his career. In the National League
pennant drive, he won 13 games out of 14. His manager brought godly transforming light into Don’s life. Do you as a
believer in Christ Jesus give lip service or genuine encouragement?
Jesus says to us this morning that we are the light of the world. We have a responsibility for the World; We Have
Something the World Desperately Needs; we are not the source of our Light, but we reflect a much Greater Light. Keith
Wagner writes in Are We Hiding Our Faith?, “Jesus calls us to be reflectors of the light of God. God is the illuminating
source. God provides the light that is reflected from us. And God needs us to be reflectors of God's light to a world of
darkness.”
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge
of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. (Book of Common Prayer, page 378) Accept the light we have
received and shine it forth! It is not about shining the light in other’s faces, blinding them, but holding the light in open
hands.
by Pastor Rodney Hopper

SEASON OF LENT
What do you think of when you read the word, "Lent"? I can imagine words such as
"repentance," or "fasting," or maybe "the stuff on my dress, pants or sweater for a lint roller."
The actual word comes from the ancient Anglo-Saxon language and means "Spring."
It refers to the time of the lengthening of days, when the trees and flowers put out new
growth all around us.
It is the time we are called to put out new growth in our spiritual lives by rededicating
ourselves to God.
During Lent, the work of repentance, fasting and self-denial are some of the spiritual
disciplines that can help us grow closer to our Lord.
We can also pray, study and reflect on the spiritual ways we are connected with God, Friends,
Family, and Strangers we may meet unawares (angels of testing).
Lent begins with ASH WEDNESDAY on February 17th, beginning a 40 day period, when
Christians remember their sinfulness by coming together and receiving the ASHES of forgiveness
as a sign of our repentance toward God. It is a time to rededicate our lives to God through our
Lord’s saving Grace. (Ash Wednesday Worship Service 6 PM)
In the life of the Church, ASH WEDNESDAY is one of the two FAST days with the other is
GOOD FRIDAY. The season of Lent ends with Holy Week, the week leading from Palm Sunday to
Easter. If you would like to consider a FAST, then consider the following:
* Fast from judging others; Feast on the Christ dwelling in them.
* Fast from emphasis on differences; Feast on the unity of life.
* Fast from apparent darkness; Feast on the reality of light.
* Fast from thoughts of illness; Feast on the healing power of God.
* Fast from words that pollute; Feast on phrases that purify.
* Fast from discontent; Feast on gratitude.
* Fast from anger; Feast on patience.
* Fast from pessimism; Feast on optimism.
* Fast from worry; Feast on divine order.
* Fast from complaining; Feast on appreciation.
* Fast from negatives; Feast on affirmatives.
* Fast from unrelenting pressures; Feast on unceasing prayer.
* Fast from hostility; Feast on non-resistance.
* Fast from bitterness; Feast on forgiveness.
* Fast from self-concern; Feast on compassion for others.
* Fast from personal anxiety; Feast on eternal truth.
* Fast from discouragements; Feast on hope.
* Fast from facts that depress; Feast on verities that uplift.
* Fast from lethargy; Feast on enthusiasm.
* Fast from thoughts that weaken; Feast on promises that inspire.
* Fast from shadows of sorrow; Feast on the sunlight of serenity.
* Fast from idle gossip; Feast on purposeful silence.
* Fast from problems that overwhelm; Feast on prayer that [strengthens].
—William Arthur Ward (American author, teacher and pastor, 1921-1994).

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Pandemic to End Soon and those that are sick!

~Barbara Miller
~Chelsea (Amerine) Alverez
~Cliff Hillery (Garee’s Dad)
~Paula Miller
~Carson Batterton
~Bill Novak
~Lynn Pammenter
~Monica Owens
~Chester Fairchild Jr.
~Gary Stone (Rodney’s Uncle)
~Joe Richardson
~Brent Rogers
~Rachel Ives
~Marilyn See
~Todd Palen
~Rebecca Hathcoat (Dan & Susan Carter’s cousin)
~Holly Richard (Tammy Reed’s family)
~Bentley Smith
~Jana Poff (Alan Dearden’s cousin)
~Don Tegethoff (Tammy Reed’s brother-in-law)
~David Wheeler (Jane Ann McClellan’s brother)
FAMILY AT PARK LANE NURSING HOME & OUR *MILITARY LOVED ONES
ON GOING PRAYERS: Mark Krehbiel (Jim Krehbiel’s brother), Leo Casper, Bob Cooper, Leah
Dean, Grace Martinez (Lynn & Lori’s Freese niece), Samuel Magill (Glenda Graham’s Nephew),
*Gabriel Paine, *Brian Tucker, *Kyle & Kasey (Fry) Stramblad, *Jordan Nichols, *Corbin Phillips, *Tia Dickhut,
*Daniel Fry.

THANK YOU - THANK YOU - THANK YOU!
Thanks so much to everyone who helped make the annual soup buffet a great success. More
than 60 hungry 'guests' sampled ten delicious soups, and many yummy desserts. Although
we did not intend to take an offering, some folks began leaving money, and those generous
donations will be used for one of the mission projects of the CWF. Thank you for that, as
well. It was so good to see Fellowship Hall filled with our loving family again.
Happy 134th Birthday, First Christian Church!
The CWF Executive Committee

THE LIFE OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY’S
8:00 a.m. Elder’s Meet
DONUT’S & DEVOTION (first Sunday of each month)
9:30 a.m. Sunday school
10:45 a.m. Worship Service (with Social Distancing)
SERVICE WILL CONTINUED TO BE TAPED AND
PUBLISHED ON LINE AND THE CHURCH WEB SITE
5:45 p.m. Martial Arts Class (All Welcome)
MONDAY’S
9:00 a.m. Morning Coffee (All Welcome)
WEDNESDAY’S
4:00 p.m. Worship & Wonder (any & all help welcome)
FAMILY NIGHT
6:00 p.m. Friends & Family in Faith & Fellowship Supper
Join us for Fighter Verses Study on Wednesday Evenings from 6:30 - 7:15 PM
(exception: 2nd Wed is Ladies’ Ruth Group)
Our study focuses on a verse or two each week to place in our hearts and minds to fight the fight of faith.
Workbooks are provided that include discussion questions along with a study guide to take home.

The 1st & 3rd Sunday’s of the month - 7:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Every Sunday at 5:45 p.m. Kenpo Martial Arts

CHRISTIAN WOMEN FELLOWSHIP
1st Wednesday of the month!
CWF Ex. Board Meets
2nd Wednesday of each month.
September through May (ALL WOMEN WELCOME)
9:30 a.m. Naomi Group
5:30 p.m Ruth Group

Week of Compassion
Special Oﬀering
February 21-28

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

2021 Elders Schedule
Terry Gropp
Fred Brittan
Howard Fisher
Steve Payne
Alan Graham
Forrest Gough
Terry Gropp
Dale Dickhut
Forrest Gough
Arlan Reed
Alan Graham
Steve Payne

Gary Frank
Randy Ryan
Randy Whipple
Randy Ryan
Arlan Reed
Dale Dickhut
Randy Ryan
Randy Whipple
Dale Dickhut
Fred Brittan
Gary Frank
Howard Fisher

2021 DEACONS

1st Sunday
Aden Frederick
Emily Reed

620-872-5942
620-214-9035

Gloria Gough
Clifton Smith

620-874-8276
620-214-2674

3rd Sunday
Nate LeBeau
Alan Dearden
Glenita Dearden
Bill Miller
Emily Reed

620-909-5008
620-874-5625
620-214-0274
620-872-3676
620-214-9035

2nd Sunday
Abbie LeBeau
Bill Miller
Jonathon LeBeau
Craig Griswald
Glenda Graham
Jim Couch

913-485-9469
620-872-3676
620-909-5008
660-292-0823
620-872-5728
620-214-2639

4th Sunday
Junior Deacon
Clifton Smith
Glenda Graham
Jonathon LeBeau Craig Griswald
Gloria Gough

620-214-2674
620-872-5728
620-909-5008
660-292-0823
620-874-8276

5th Sunday – Jr. Deacons
Aden Frederick 620-872-5942
Nate LeBeau 620-909-5008

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

2021 Deaconess Schedule
Charlotte Doherty
Connie Kessler
Barbara Wilkenson
Barbara Dickhut
Darla Amerine
Ruth Hayes
Breigh Fredrick
JoAnn Dirks
Tammy Reed
JoWilla Couch
Karen Compton
Debra Frank

620-874-6009
620-874-5111
620-214-3612
620-874-0537
620-872-4483
620-214-3071
620-872-5942
620-872-5114
620-874-1213
620-214-2639
620-872-5633
620-874-2226

BOARD MEETINGS
1ST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:30 P.M
ALL CALLED TO SERVE ARE ON THE BOARD

PERSONNEL RELATIONS
COMMITTEE
This committee was formed for our
Pastoral Search. With a Pastor being in
place the committee will now serve as a
personnel committee. Any questions that
you may have about the staff of the First
Christian Church may be taken to this
committee.
Jane Ann McClellen
Darla Amerine
Chris Lund
Emily Reed
Forest Gough

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
February Birthdays
Kate Rogers
Gail Murphy
Trevor Cox
Kelly Crist
Connie Kessler
Frederic Brittan
Tammy Reed
Janell Ryan
Emily Reed
Barbara Dickhut
Vicki Dirks
Hilary Kessler
Stuart Doornbos
Bob Cooper
Cutler Cox
Elaine Hopper
Harper Snow Conine
Willetta Payne
Heather (Norman) Rufenacht
Lesley (Freese) Skinner
Kristi Conine
Terry Gropp
Reba (Sadler) White
LuJauna Turley
Susan Carter
February Anniversaries
Randy & Janell Ryan
Larry & Sue Brown
Dale & Vicki Dirks
Dale & Barbara Dickhut
Clifton & Garee Geist – Smith
Bill & Sharon Fry
Randy & Jane Ann McClellen

2
2
2
5
6
7
7
8
9
9
10
10
14
18
18
18
18
22
23
23
24
24
25
28
3
7
8
11
14
20
21

March Birthdays
Randy Whipple
Shellie Carter
William (Bill) Fry
Chandler Hornbostel
Monta Rose
Genelle Krehbiel

3
6
14
16
18
21

March Anniversaries
Roy & Rosetta Wright
13

Men’s
Bible Study Classes
1st & 3rd Sunday’s
of the month
7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY’S from 4 - 5:30 p.m.
PRE K - 5TH Grade
Any help at anytime will be appreciated

All Welcome
WEDNESDAY NIGHT FRIENDS &
FAMILY IN FAITH & FELLOWSHIP

Please save BEST CHOICE bar codes.
They are used to help supply needed items
for Woodhaven, a center for mentally and
physically challenged adults in Columbia,
Missouri; one of the benevolent agencies we
support as the Christian Church, Disciples
of Christ. The few seconds it takes for you
to remove a bar code may impact a life for
years.

6:00 p.m. Supper
6:30 p.m Bible Study
FV #32, p. 51. Romans 1:16

( does not meet of 2nd Weds. of the month)

RED WAGON SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
ARE BEING HELD WITH
SOCIAL DISTANCING!!

Please help our youth support our
local Bread Basket on the 4th
Sunday of each month by donating
Money and/or ford items. That
Sunday the Youth will bring forward
your donation to be dedicated to
Hope’s Closet!

ATTN: ALL LADIES!

TMI - Tuesday Morning Information. 9:00 A.M. The Life of Jesus. Bring your bible.
Come and join us as we endeavor to learn more about our Savior. We will be using Steven P. Thomason’s
study book “The Life of Jesus - Learn How One Man Changed the World.” You may ask, why another
study of the life of Jesus? Has the Story changed? Not at all, but we have. Each generation and each
culture has encountered and been confronted and challenged by this story. There is something about this
story that is like a knife or a laser beam. It cuts through us. It penetrates our depths and challenges us at
the core of who we are.
ATTN: ALL LADIES!
TMI - Tuesday Morning Information.

Join Our Text List
Sign-up to receive regional event and
news alerts on your phone.
Standard message and data rates apply.
TEXT

KSMessenger
TO

474747
GO TO

kansasdisciples.org/news
OR SCAN THIS QR CODE

Kansas Disciples Men’s
Odyssey Adventure 2021
April 17, 2021
Disciples Center at Tawakoni

*CCK EVENT
COVID-19 NOTE:
We plan to begin
meeting in-person
at the Disciples
Center at Tawakoni.
Therefore, face
masks and social
distancing
precautions will be
expected of all
participants. If
health authorities
indicate it is not
wise for large
gatherings, we will
move events online
or cancel the event
and refund
registration fees.*

Kansas Disciples Men's endeavor to intentionally help boys,
their father figures, and men in general, to develop Christ-like character.
Register online today at www.kansasdisciples.org or with your Engage account.

